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taking scientific observations with the barometer and the mercurial thermometer 
and making the standard corrections, he determines the altitude to be more 
than 20,000 feet. Other valuable data of the expedition are that the aneroid 
barometer is valueless above 11,000 feet and that amber glass spectacles are a 
perfect preventive of snow blindness. David H. Buel. 

Alaska, an Empire in the Making. By John J. Underwood. 440 pp. 
Ills. Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, 1913. $2. 8^ x 6. 

A descriptive travel narrative of great interest. To the student of nature 
it is the unfolding of the popular side of science. Every traveler and prospec- 
tive tourist of that land will find the reading both beneficial and interesting. 
The casual reader, who reads the book merely to pass the time, will probaly 
find it one of the best means to secure a general yet striking knowledge of 
Alaska and its customs. The surface, the content and the covering of the 
land, with the many resulting industries, are well portrayed by Mr. Under- 
wood's collection of reminiscences, notes, and facts otherwise obtained. 

It is not, however, a scientist's book. While it does contain valuable and 
accurate information, it is nevertheless non-technical. It treats intelligently 
of the various sciences, but instead of scientific terms, popular language is 
used. On the whole, it is a most interesting and instructive treatise on our 
northern territory. G. E. Condea. 

Dictionnaire des Rivieres et Lacs de la Province de Quebec. 

Par E. Bouillard. 432 pp. Dept. des Terres et ForSts, Quebec, 1914. 10 x 7. 
This volume is accurately described by its title, for it includes descriptive 
notes upon practically all of the rivers and lakes of Quebec which, at any time 
in history, have been visited or explored. The notes vary in length from a 
line or two to a page or more, according to the relative importance, in the 
opinion of the writer, of the objects described. Part I, 188 pages, treats 
the rivers of the whole province in alphabetical order; but in Part II the 
regional method is followed, although in order to add to the utility of the 
dictionary both the regions and the lakes listed within them are arranged 
alphabetically. The work should prove of considerable interest to students of 
Canadian history and geography, as well as to those who travel within the 
province of Quebec. Avard L. Bishop. 

Canadian Nights : Being Sketches and Beminiscenees of Life and Sport 
in the Bockies, the Prairies, and the Canadian Woods. By the Earl of Dun- 
raven. 296 pp. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1914. $2. 8y 2 x5%. 
An interesting volume, written in an easy, attractive style, composed of a 
series of sketches which appeared originally in The Nineteenth Century. There 
are separate sections on such topics as moose-hunting in Canada, sheep-hunting 
in the mountains, wapiti-running on the plains, Newfoundland in the seventies, 
etc. Although the scenes of most of the sketches are portions of British North 
America, parts of the far western United States form the geographical basis 
of some of the stories. There is not a great deal in the book to attract the 
serious student of geography. There is, however, much to interest the general 
reader, and to the true sportsman, whose principal diversion is the hunting of 
big game, the book should make the strongest appeal. Avard L. Bishop. 

Labrador : The Country and the People. By Wilfred T. Grenfell, and 
others. New edition, with additional chapters, xii and 529 pp. Bis., 
index. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1913. $2.50. 8 x 5%. 

A new edition of this popular book with additional matter and a new 
chapter on conservation. The eighteen chapters cover history, geology and 
physiography, people, missions, animals, plants and conservation. 

Prof. B. A. Daly gives a readable and popular account of the geology 
and physiography. The rocks are mainly the complicated pre-Cambrian ' ' basal 
complex" of igneous and metamorphie origin, the surface of which through 
long erosion has been worn to an "almost plain" (peneplain). In Paleozoic 
time this surface was covered with water in which were deposited thick beds 



